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By Harry Stoll
Tomorrow, Nov. 20, and over the week-

end, wine negociant Nottingham Cellars 
will celebrate its arrival in the valley at 
the new tasting room at 2245 Vasco Road, 
(in the same building as Occasio Winery). 
Collin and Jeff CranorÐSon and father, 
general manager and owner, enthusiast and 
enthusiastÐpromise wine tasting, food and 
fun. Be our guest, say they.

To fete the event, Nottingham Cellars 
will release four wines that will also be 
poured during the weekend. No tasting fee 
will be charged. After that the fee will be 
$5 and be credited to any purchase. Prices 
range from $18 to $29 per bottle.

2007 Viognier Livermore Valley. A hint 
of honeysuckle nose to go with the tropical 
fruit. Ripe melon, peach, and pair mingle 
and linger. Nottingham says it's a nice 
switch from chardonnay without straying 
too far from what you like. Chill.

2005 Syrah Lodi. Raspberry, clove, and 
Peet's espresso nose over a full body with 
various red fruit ¯avors. Tannins last.

2007 Cabernet Sauvignon Livermore 
Valley. From a single vineyard, yielding the 
best of the valley. Espresso aroma and wake 
up and smell the cassis. Black fruit ¯avor 
and a smooth strong tannin ending.

2007 Ralphi's Red Blend California. A 
Bordeaux-in¯uenced blend of 60% Liver-
more Valley Cabernet and 40% Napa Valley 
Merlot. Smooth, deep sippin' of raspberry 
and blackberry, with a hint of mocha, and a 
creamy ®nish to go with the mocha. (Ralphi 
is Collin's long-time nickname.)

Livermore Valley is the place to be, ac-
cording to Jeff, who heaps high praise on 
the grapes grown here. Nottingham Cellars 
brands are to be made predominantly from 
Livermore Valley grapes. Jeff got into the 
wine business as a hobby, working with 
friends to buy, blend and bottle wine from 
established wineries. He says the wine was 
killer. Collin also developed a passion for 
wine.

The Cranors' business started in Burl-
ingame, bottling their Satyr's Pond label 
under the license of Morrison Family Win-
ery. Satyr's Pond was operated as a wine 
club. That practice will be continued here. 
The two entities agreed to go in different 
directions and the Cranors went east to 
Livermore. That's how these two go-getters 
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got here. The Satyr's Pond is from grapes 
grown in Napa and Santa Barbara County. 
That label will be available at Nottingham 
Cellars and two of its reds will be poured 
this weekend.

Collin says, ªI love what we're doing. 
Our wine is top quality. It's great to have 
the business right here in the backyard 
where I've grown upº. Collin was born 
and reared in Castro Valley. He works 
hard and says the business is not always 
easy.º But he likes it. He is determined 
and enthusiastic.

Nottingham buys grapes from Wisner, 
Casa de Vina, and Del Arroyo vineyards. 
Del Arroyo owner Rick Corbett owns the 
industrial building housing Nottingham. 
The Conors remodeled a space there. It 
will hold art from Jeff's brother, San Diego 
artist Pat Conor.

All the wine is made locally. Not-
tingham has a custom-crush arrangement 
with Cedar Mountain Winery. ªWe are es-
sentially leasing space from Cedar Moun-
tain,º said Collin. We have total control.º  
Cedar Mountain co-owner Linda Ault 

said they provide custom winery services 
to Nottingham.

Wine from the 2009 vintage is now in 
barrels at the Vasco Road facility. The Cran-
ors will blend them and use mobile bottler, 
which also af®x the elegant Nottingham 
labels.

They chose the name Nottingham be-
cause of its historical signi®cance here, says 
Collin. Nottingham was one of the early 
names for Livermore. As to the name Satyr's 
Pond, Collin says in Greek mythology, satyrs 
are associated with the ®rst winemaking by 
Dionysius. The satyrs would frolic and drink 
wine with nymphs at a pond. The tasting 
room location and hours are at the end of 
this story.

Livermore Valley Winegrowers Asso-
ciation Executive Chris Chandler said the 
association is ª¼ thrilled to have our two 
newest wineries, Nottingham Cellars and 
Occasio Winery next door to one another, 
and delighted to have Nottingham Cellars 
here as the newest family winery.º

el Sol winery owner/winemaker Hal 
Liske thinks Nottingham Cellars will be a 

good addition to the eno scene here. He's 
done business with them as a buyer and as 
a seller. They are energetic, hard-working, 
and personable, he said, and don't have a 
stick stuck anywhere.

Nottingham Cellars Of®cial Launch 
Party Weekend

Friday, November 20 - 4pm - 9pm
Saturday, November 21 - 12pm - 6pm
Sunday, November 22 - 12pm - 6pm

Nottingham Cellars Information
2245 South Vasco Road, Unit C, 

Livermore
925.294.8647

info@nottinghamcellars.com
www.nottinghamcellars.com

Open Friday from 4 p.m. to 7.p.m.,
Saturday from 12 noon to 5 p.m.,
Sunday from 12 noon to 4 p.m.

Collin and Jeff Cranor in the tasting room.


